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Nature and Challenges 

1. How Do We “Know” What We Know? 

 Sources of information 

 Limitations of data, research 

 Lack of common definitions 

 Misperceptions 

2. Who Joins Gangs? 

 Why join 

 Why stay 

3. Changes Over Time 

 Traditional gangs 

 Hybrid gangs 

 Contemporary gangs 

“Solutions” 

1. Assess/describe the problem (who, what, where, etc.) 

2. Identify population(s) in need 

3. Responses 

 Multiple components 

 Interdisciplinary 

 Informed by research from criminology, sociology, psychology, public health 

 Ex.: Comprehensive Gang Model and offshoots 

 


