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Privacy Policy Subcommittee Meeting Notes

18 October 2005

Present at the second meeting of the IIJIS Privacy Policy Subcommittee were:

· Robert Boehmer, Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority;

· Carol Cates, Illinois State Police;

· Kathy deGrasse, Illinois State Police;

· Sidney Delair, DuPage County Probation and Court Services Department;

· Paul Fields, Law Office of the Cook County Public Defender;

· James Ford, Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County;

· Carol Gibbs, Illinois State Police, Bureau of Identification;

· James  Hickey, Chicago Police Department, Office of Information & Strategic Services;

· Ronald Lewis, McLean County Public Defender's Office;

· Rachel McKinzie, Illinois Department of Corrections;

· Wil Nagel, Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority;

· Gerald Nora, Cook County State's Attorney's Office;

· Jim Redlich, Office of the Illinois Attorney General;

· Marcel Reid, Illinois State Police, Bureau of Identification;

· Leslie Reis, John Marshall Law School Center for Information Technology and Privacy Law;

· Lyn Schollet, Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault;

· Art Sebek, Illinois State Police;

· Scott Sievers, Illinois Press Association;

· Nicole Sims, Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County; &

· Martin Typer, Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Ogle County.  

Introductory comments and organizational matters

After brief introductions, Mr. Boehmer discussed some of the vacancies on the subcommittee.  Specifically, he said that it would be desirable to include representatives from the Illinois Secretary of State’s Office, Illinois Retail Merchants’ Association, Chicago Chamber of Commerce, and the general public on the committee and that he hoped to include these groups in future meetings.  

Comparison of unofficial and official sources of CHRI report

Mr. Nagel reported that the comparison of unofficial and official criminal history records was complete and that the report would be published to the IIJIS website shortly.  Members were provided copies of the report and briefly summarized the findings for members.  

GLOBAL’s Privacy Policy Development Guide

Mr. Boehmer informed the members that the Global Privacy and Information Quality Working Group had been drafting a Privacy Policy Development Guide.  He explained that the Guide is intended to provide guidance to local and state justice agencies about how to develop a privacy policy and that recommends a process that is roughly parallel to that developed for the IIJIS Privacy Policy.  Mr. Boehmer reported that the full Global Advisory Committee approved the Guide for publication and that members would be informed as soon as it was made available.  

Release of the Issues document

The group then discussed the potential publication of the Issues document.  Factors in favor of publishing the Issues document included the quality of the questions, its potential usefulness to agencies currently developing information sharing systems, and its ability to explain to the public and legislators that this group is aware of these issues and is taking steps toward addressing them.  Factors against publishing the Issues document included the dangers associated with disseminating an incomplete list of issues and a potential increase in demand for data.  

After weighing the benefits and detriments of publishing the document, the group agreed to publish the Issues document to the IIJIS website with some additions.  Specifically, some introductory language will be added to explain that the document is not a complete list of the issues and that it will be updated as the subcommittee moves into other areas.  Additionally, definitions of some of the terms will be included to insure it is understandable to members of the general public.  Mr. Nagel agreed to follow-up with the members who expressed specific concerns about portions of the Issues document to make certain those issues are addressed prior to publication.  

I-CLEAR Privacy Policy Development

Carol Gibbs and Carol Cates discussed the Illinois State Police’s progress toward developing the Illinois Citizens and Law Enforcement Analysis and Reporting (I-CLEAR) System.  They briefly explained Illinois’ goals for the Data Warehouse and the I-CASE system, which will contain statewide incident and case report information.  They then officially requested the IIJIS Privacy Policy Subcommittee to assist the Illinois State Police develop a privacy policy for I-CLEAR.

To aid the subcommittee’s understanding of the project, Carol agreed to provide the business requirement documents that contain a “wish list” of information that practitioners indicated they would like to see included in the I-CLEAR data warehouse.  The group then discussed some of the issues they thought would impact the development of the data warehouse.  Specifically, members explained that privacy policy development should be a part of system development and not just an afterthought.  Additionally, members brought up the issue of whether privacy interests are implicated in the mere compilation of data if human access to that information is adequately restricted.  

Mr. Nagel then directed the group’s attention to the Lessons to be learned from MATRIX document that was provided to members.  He explained that this document identifies, from the published news reports, the criticisms that MATRIX faced and that he hoped I-CLEAR could learn from these lessons as it develops the data warehouse.  In the upcoming weeks Authority and Illinois State Police staff will work out the logistics of developing this policy and will seek the subcommittee’s input about how to best develop this policy.  Because of the speed with which the I-CLEAR systems are being developed, the group agreed to meet again in early December.  

Adjourn

The meeting subsequently adjourned at 11:55 p.m.

