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Illinois Integrated Justice Information System




Standards Working Group

31 July 2003

In attendance were:

· Steve Bova, Illinois State Police, Information Services Bureau (present via telephone);

· David Clark, Illinois Office of the State's Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor;

· Brian Goggin, Cook County Management of Information Systems;

· Lois Gold, Cook County Management of Information Systems;

· Terry Gough, Illinois State Police;

· Jim Hickey, Chicago Police Department;

· Pete Kavalauskas, Office of the Chief Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County;

· Karen Landon, Office of the Cook County Circuit Court Clerk;

· Robert Lombardo, Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority;

· John Loverude, Illinois State Police;

· Mike McGowan, Office of the Chief Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County;

· Ty Miller, Office of the Chief Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County;

· Mark Myrent, Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority;

· Steve Prisoc, Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority;

· Bob Sauer, Illinois State Police, Bureau of Identification; &

· J.P. Watters, Illinois Sheriff's Association.

Welcome Remarks—Steve Prisoc

The working group first reviewed the Integrated Justice Information System (IIJIS) Strategic Plan—specifically Strategic Issue 5 that provides for the establishment of standards and/or regulations for data sharing and infrastructure development.  Strategic Issue 5 contained the following goals, which should serve to direct the working group’s activities:

· Strategic Goal 1: Recommend and implement mechanisms and processes to inventory, develop, adopt, publish, disseminate, and maintain standards/regulations that apply to justice information sharing.

· Strategic Goal 2: Inventory, adopt, and/or develop a uniform set of standards/regulations that enable secure, robust information exchanges and are compatible with national standards.

Mr. Loverude spoke about the national efforts currently taking place in the area of justice information sharing.  Specifically, he reported on the work taking place as part of the Global Justice Information Sharing Initiative Advisory Committee (Global) and its working groups to develop a Justice eXensible Mark-up Language (JXML) data dictionary and data model.

Mr. Loverude stated that Global’s mission is to improve the administration of justice and protect the nation’s public by promoting practices and technologies for the secure sharing of justice-related information.  To achieve these objectives, Global authorized an Executive Steering Committee and several working groups.  These working groups include:

· Global Infrastructure/Standards Working Group

· Global Intelligence Working Group

· Global Privacy and Information Quality Working Group

· Global Security Working Group

Mr. Loverude commented briefly about each of these groups’ charges and their various work products that may impact the development of an integrated justice information system in Illinois.  

Dr. Lombardo then reported on the progress IIJIS has made on the SEARCH Justice Information Exchange Model (JIEM) tool.  He reported that over 102 exchanges had been mapped and that several of the data elements included in the tool had been reconciled with their respective JXML tags.  

Mr. Prisoc and Mr. Myrent then introduced the working group to eXtensible Markup Language (XML).  They explained that XML is a technology designed to transmit both data and its meaning within a particular transfer occurrence.  XML accomplishes this by using Markup Language to identify structures within a document.  Structured information contains both content (words) and an indication of what role the content plays.  

The working group then discussed the benefits of utilizing XML as the data exchange standard in Illinois: XML lends itself to standardized style sheets creating an easily viewable document; XML can also validate and ensure the accuracy of information transferred; also of significant importance, there is ample XML infrastructure already in place.  

Because the working group members were unable to identify another comparable technology for use as a standard, they proposed that Illinois utilize the most recent version of the Justice XML Data Model as the data exchange standard for the integrated justice information system.  

The working group then briefly discussed several issues confronting integrated justice, although they acknowledged that these issues may overlap with the work of other IIJIS working groups yet to be convened.  These issues included (1) agency custodianship of information and whether business rules governing information exchanges can function as a cure; (2) the impact of Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests; as well as (3) questions concerning integrated justice’s ability to make statistics on the efficiency of the justice system readily available.  

IIJIS staff was requested to continue reconciling state and county data elements with corresponding XML tags.  An “XML 101” course will be organized to introduce interested IIJIS members to the capabilities and benefits of XML technologies.  Working group members also asked that information traffic flows be mapped in order to better understand where, when and how information is shared electronically as a starting point to examining desired XML schemas and information sharing contexts.  

The next meeting of the IIJIS Standards Working Group will be at 10:00 a.m. on August 27th, 2003.  

Respectfully submitted.

