
Chicago Results

Fourth Quarter urinalysis results
for 273 adult males and 39 adult
female arrestees from Chicago are
shown in Figure 1. The principal
findings are:

• Overall drug use among
Chicago arrestees remains signifi-
cant with 72% of the men and 79%
of the women testing positive for
any drug use.

• The rate of cocaine use among
Chicago male arrestees dropped
almost 10% from the previous
quarter (August 1998). If this drop
is sustained across several quar-
ters, it would represent a signifi-
cant decline in cocaine use. Female
arrestees, however, continued to
test positive for cocaine use at a
high rate, 64%.

• The rate of opiate use (primarily
heroin) for both men and women

was just over 20%, fairly consistent
with test results from recent quar-
ters.

•Amphetamine and methamphet-
amine use remains non-existent
among Chicago arrestees. 

Suburban Cook Results–Markham

Figure 2 presents the results for 82
adult male and 14 female arrestees
tested at the Markham bond court.
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The results for the female arrestees
should be interpreted cautiously
because of the small number sam-
pled. Principal findings for
Markham are:

• About two-thirds of the arrestees
(67% of the men and 64% of the
women) tested at Markham had
been using at least one illegal drug
near the time of arrest. This is an
overall rate of illegal drug use
about 10% below the rate for
Chicago adult arrestees. 

• The data suggest the pattern of
drug use in suburban Cook is dif-
ferent from the pattern in Chicago.
Compared to their Chicago coun-
terparts, suburban male arrestees
at Markham tend to use cocaine

and opiates much less and mari-
juana more. Female arrestees in
Markam use cocaine less but have
a comparable rate of opiate use to
the Chicago female arrestees.
Suburban arrestees are also more
likely to test positive for PCP.

• There is no indication of
amphetamine or methampheta-
mine use among suburban Cook
County arrestees. 

There has been a lot of
media attention devoted to
a resurgence in heroin use
over the past 5 years.
Accounts from news
media and official sources
have documented an
increase in the availability
of heroin over that time
period. The reports have
been especially alarming
because the heroin being
distributed today is much
purer than heroin distrib-
uted in the 1970s, the pre-
vious last heroin epidemic
in the United States. The
increased purity and rela-
tively low price of the
heroin being currently
marketed means that
many users do not have to
inject the drug to attain a
satisfactory high. This is
significant because it is
commonly held that the
necessity of injecting hero-
in in the past has prevent-

ed many people from ever trying
it. With purer heroin, it is feared
that many more people will try the
drug and subsequently become
addicted and ultimately end up as
injection users.

According to national ADAM data
collected since 1990, Chicago
arrestees have consistently had
one of the highest rates of heroin
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“While African-American male felony arrestees have the highest rates of heroin
use in Chicago, the high rates of use have been found primarily among older
African-American arrestees. Rates of opiate use among younger African-
American male felony arrestees in Chicago have been consistently dropping since
1994. Younger white male felony arrestees, however, have had recent increases in
use over the past two years.” 

Opiate Use in Chicago



use in the country. In the 1998
annual report just released by the
National Institute of Justice (NIJ),
Chicago arrestees had the second
highest rate of opiate use (18.3%)
for the year, behind only
Philadelphia (18.4%), among the
35 American cities participating in

the ADAM study. Chicago is a
major transhipment point for hero-
in coming in from Asia through
US coastal cities and from the
growing export markets in South
America and Mexico. The ready
availability of heroin in Chicago
certainly contributes to the high

rates of use. 

ADAM data reveal a number of
interesting patterns with respect to
heroin use among adult male
felony arrestees in Chicago.
Figure 3 shows the rates of posi-
tive opiate test results  (heroin can
not be distinguished from other
opiates such as morphine or
codeine with the ADAM urinalysis
procedures) by collection year and
ethnic group. ADAM trend data
indicate that the percent testing
positive for opiate use has fluctu-
ated between 20% and 30% over
the past 9 years. Peaks in opiate
use occurred in 1990 and again in
1994. In 1998, heroin use among
felony arrestees in Chicago
approached 25% (the figure of
18.3% quoted in the annual report
includes misdemeanants who test
positive at a lower rate). 

While the average rate of positive
opiate tests between 1990 and 1998
has been 23%, there is some varia-
tion by ethnic group (Figure 3).
African-Americans have had the
highest rates of opiate use (25%)
on average, followed by whites
(18%) and Hispanics (15%). Figure
4, which shows the results of com-
paring young (17-29 years old)
and older arrestees (30 years of
age and older) within each ethnic
group and reveals additional vari-
ation, particularly among African-
Americans.  Although African-
Americans have the highest rate of
opiate use, it is primarily attribut-
able to opiate use by older
African-American arrestees. Since
1994, the rate of opiate use by
younger African-American
arrestees has dropped dramatical-
ly from about 26% to 11% while
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the rate of use for older African-
American arrestees has remained
at about 34-35% over that same
time period. In contrast, older
white arrestees in Chicago have
had slowly decreasing rates of use
while younger white male felony
arrestees have had large increases
over the past two years (tempered
some by the relatively low num-
bers of white arrestees in the
Chicago ADAM sample.) Among
Hispanics, despite a recent
increase among younger arrestees,
heroin use over the past year was
much higher for older arrestees. 

Finally, regardless of ethnic group,
age, or study year, the Chicago
ADAM results have consistently

indicated that 75% of all arrestees
testing positive for opiates also
test positive for cocaine. Only a
minority of opiate users test posi-
tive for opiates alone and not
cocaine. The same pattern holds
true nationally. The 1998 NIJ annu-
al report on opiate use among
arrestees indicates that about 69%
of arrestees testing positive for
opiates also test positive for
cocaine. These results indicate
that, among arrestees at least, most
heroin users also use cocaine; pos-
sibly because heroin moderates the
effects of cocaine or because
cocaine augments the effects of
heroin. 

Further Information

Additional information about
ADAM and national and inter-
national ADAM findings can be
obtained from a number of
sources. The national ADAM
website is at http://www.adam-
nij.net/adam/index.htm. Past
copies of the ADAM quarterly
reports for Cook County can be
viewed or downloaded online at
either the ICJIA website at:
http://www. icjia.state.il.us or
the TASC research  department
website at http://www.tasc-
il.ORG/Preview/ris.html, which
also includes more detailed
descriptions of the study proto-
col, trend information, and
other analyses based on ADAM
data. Raw data for research pur-
poses may be obtained, with
permission from NIJ, from the
Inter-university Consortium for
Psychological and Sociological
Research (ICPSR) at the
University of Michigan by call-
ing 800-999-0960 or accessing
their web site at
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
index.html 
Specific questions pertaining to
the Cook County ADAM study
can be e-mailed to Dr. James
Swartz at:
jswartz@tasc-il.org
Dr. Swartz encourages inquiries
from other investigators inter-
ested in using ADAM as a
research platform for investigat-
ing issues related to drug use
among arrestees.

Beginning August 1998, Cook County began collecting data on
arrestees under a revised collection system implemented nationally
by the National Institute of Justice and called ADAM. Like its prede-
cessor DUF, the ADAM study calls for the collection of self-reported
information on drug use and urine samples from recent arrestees.
The urine samples are tested for the presence of 10 drugs: marijuana,
cocaine, opiates (i.e., heroin, morphine, and other opiate derivatives),
PCP, amphetamines, barbiturates, methadone, Darvon, Valium, and
methaqualone. By the end of 1999, ADAM data will be collected
from a total of approximately 1,000 randomly sampled adult male
and female arrestees at the bond court at 26th and California, at the
five suburban Cook County bond courts (Bridgeview, Markham,
Maywood, Rolling Meadows, and Skokie) and in Dupage County. 

ADAM Cook County 

ADAM is implemented and supported by the National Institute of Justice. Points of view contained in this
report do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice or ICJIA.


