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Updated Graphs
Major Trends in Chicago Homicide: 1965-1995
by
Carolyn Rebecca Block
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Statistical Analysis Center

Tanuary 2, 1997

Source: Chicago Homicide Dataset, compiled and maintained by the Illinois Criminal
Justice Information Authority and Loyola University Chicago with the close cooperation and
assigance of the Crime Analysis Unit of the Chicago Police Department. The: current analysis
was supported in part by the Joyoe Foundation.

Note: The attached figures are updated versions of the figures in the September 1995
Rescarch Bulletin Major frends In Chicage homicide: 1965-1994, If you would like a copy
of the report, pleass contact one of the authors at the above phone number.



The Chicagoe Homicide Dataset: An Overview

The Chicago Homicide Dataset, one of the largest and most detailed datasets on violence
ever collected in the United States, containg information on every homicide in police records
from 1965 to 1994 — over 100 variables and nearly 23,000 homicides. Unburdened by many of
the limitations (nherent o maboeial staticfics (the Supplementary Homicide Reports of the UCR),
the Chicage Homicide Drataset is organized so that questions about victims, offenders, or inci-
dents (and inter-relationships between them) can be answered. For example, it is possible
conduct an analysis of the risk of death and the risk of becoming an offender for 3 specific type
of homicide (such at street pang-related, spousal, or instrumental), for specific racial/ethnic,
age, and pender groups, and within specific neighborhoods, and 1o follow these patterns for 30
YEATS.

This unique set of data has been compiled over many years by Carolyn Rebecca Block
of the Tlincis Criminal Justice Information Authority and Richard L. Block of Loyola University
Chicagn, working in close cooperation with the Chicago Folice Department. Initially, the data
collection was established by Richard Block and Franklin Zimring of the University of Chicago
Law School, working with the Chicage Police Department. Margo Wilson and Martin Daly of
MeMaster University also have contributed to data collection, and numercus researchers and
policy makers have used the data for policy analysis or causal modeling. Since 1979, the
Chicago Homicide Dataset hay been maintained by the Mlinois Criminal Justice: Information
Authority.

Support for the Chicagoe Homicide Project has been provided over the years by the
Nkineis Criminal Justice Information Avthority, Loyola University Chicago and the University
of Chicago Law School under grants from the National Institute of Justice, Ford Foundation,
Bureau of Justice Statistics, Mational Institute of Mental Health, Haury Frank Guggenheim
Foundation, National Institute of Oocupational Safety and Health, and the Joyoe Foundation.
The 1965 through 1994 dataset has been deposited in the National Archive of Criminal Justice
Data, Inter-university Coasortium for Political and Social Research (ICFSR), University of
Michigan, and will 3000 be accessible on the Internet and available for purchase from the
Archive. The 1965 through 1990 dataset is currently available from the Archive, and i3 con-
tained in the National Institute of Tustics Yiolence Data CD-ROM. An updated cdition of the NIJ
Viokmoe Data CD-ROM, currently under production, will contain the Chicago Homicide Data
through 1994,

Recenit reports based on the Chicago Homicide Dataset include Major Trends in Chicago
Homicide: 1965-199%4, and freimate Parmer Homictde in Chicage over 2¥ Yeqrs. A rclated pro-
ject, "Early Waming System for Street Gang Viclenoe Crizis Areas,” is combining the homicide
data with nonlethal street gang dar and community information, and using computer mapping
" to identify potential neighborhood crisis areas, areas that are at high risk for suffering a spurt
of serious viclence and bomicide, whils there is still time to intervene and save lives.

Supgested Attribution (for tables, figures, maps, elc. )

Source: Chicago Homicide Dataset, a collaborative project of the Chicago Police Depart-
ment, the Nlinois Criminal Justice Information Authority, and Loyola University
Chicago.



THE CHICAGO HOMICIDE PROTELCT: A SHORT HISTORY

The Chicago Homicide Dataset was established by Frank Zimring and Richard Block,
wh collected data from 1965 to 1978 under a series of grants to the University of Chicago Law
Sehool from the Ford Foundation and the National Institute of Mental Health. In 1984, under
a grant from the Burcau of Justice Statistics to the Dllinois Criminal Justice Information Authority
(project director: Carolyn Rebecca Block), three years wers added to the data (1979 to 1981),
the years from 1971 to 1973 were updated, and 2 comprehensive codebook o the total dataset
was published. Data from 1982 through 1989 were added to the file in 1989 and 1990, suppored
by a grant from the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation to MacMaster University (co-
directors: Margo Wilson, Martin Daly, Richard Block and Carolyn Block), At the same time,
identification problems with 1965 to 1970 data were resolved, malking it possible to clean and
update those cases, and a number of variables — such as the Drug Use and Drug-Related
variables, specific circumstances of domestic altercations, and variables indicating Expressive
versns Instrumental motive — were tested, checked for coder reliability, and coded or recoded
consistently throughout the 25 years.

In 1991 and 19%2, under a grant from the National Institute of Justice to Loyela
University of Chicago (co-directory; Richard Block and Carolyn Block), 1990 data were
collected, the entire 26 year/20,000 case dataset was geocoded, the dataset was combined from
smaller vearly files into one large file, and an NIJ Research in Brief on street gang-related
homicide was written. In 19973, as part of a project on convenience store violence organized by
the Mational Tnstitute of Ocrupational Safety and Health, Authority staff cleaned and updated the
location data for all years.

Under a 1994-1995 grant from the Joyce Foundation to the Authority, staff have cleaned
and updated all of the data for 1965 1990, completed detailed documentation, added data from
1991 to 1994, archived the entire dataset, and written a completely revised codebook. In
Mﬁm.pﬁﬂﬂﬂhﬂ&v&pﬂmaﬁaﬂu&ﬁﬁdﬁl@mmmmmhﬁmm
rates much easier and more accurate, and written two Summary reports, a review of "Major
Trends® over 30 years, and a detailed analysis of the intimate viclkence cascs.



Homicide Victims and Victimization
Rates, Chicago: 1965-1995
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Victimization Risk: Males,
by Race/Ethnicity 1965-1995
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Figus ¥

Victimization Risk: Females,
by Race/Ethnicity 1965-1995
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Risk uf. Becoming an Offender:
Males by Race/Ethnicity, 1965-1995
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Figam 4

Mumbar of Offenders per 100,000 Pop.
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Risk n;f Becoming a Homicide ﬂffenderﬁ
Females by Race/Ethnicity, 1965-1995
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Victimization Risk, 1965-1995:
Age Groups 10-14, 15-19, 20-24
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Victimization Risk, 1965-1995:
Teens and Young Adults vs. Adults
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'Risk of Becoming an Offender 1965-1995
Age Groups 10-14, 15-19, 20-24
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Risk of Becoming an Offender 1965-1995
Teens and Young Adults vs. Adults
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Victimization Risk: Teens Aged 15-19
Males, by Race/Ethnicity 1965-1995
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Risk of Becoming an Offender 1965-1995
Males Aged 15-19, by Race/Ethnicity
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Mumbar of Homigides
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Chicago Street Gang-Related Homicides
by Year of Occurrence 1965-1995
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Chicago Non-Family Expressive Homicide
by Year of Occurrence 1965-1995
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Figpars 18
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Chicago Instrumental Homicides
by Year of Occurrence 1965-1995
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Figurs 13

Chicago Intimate Partner Homicides
by Year of Occurrence 1965-1935
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Figrs 10

Distribution of Chicago Homicides
by Syndrome, 1965-1995
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Street Gang-Motivated Homicide
Annual Risk of Victimization 1991-1995
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Figrmw 18

Chicago Street Gang-Related Homicides
Male African-American Victims 1965-95
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Numbar af Victims

=

Chicago Street Gang-Related Homicides
Male Latino Victims 1965-1995
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Chicago Homicide Victims Killed
in an Instrumental Attack 1965-1995
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Fipwrs 11

Intimate Partner Homicides 1965-1995
Victimization Risk, by Race/Ethnicity
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Figera 33

Chicago Intimate Partner Homicides
Annual Risk of Victimization 1991-1995
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Homicides by Type of Weapon, 1965-1995
Firearm vs. All Other
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Ty;pes of Firearms Used in
Chicago Homicides 1965-1995

et
! ﬁsmareawrtnﬂ:rzmnvs:'anmmmuumm%ua?ummmmmmsﬁ

Yaar of Oocumanca
== SamkFully-abematic - — Handgun -&- Rifle
—E-—- Ghotgun —ie— Urikneown Fireasm




Flgurs 75

Caliber of Firearms Used in
Chicago Homicides 1965-1995
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Figpare 5

Chicago Drug-Related Homicides 1965-95
(including circumstantlal evidence)
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Chicago Homicides 1965-1995
Drug Use, Drug Motive and Liquor Use
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Liquor Use in Chicago Intimate Partner
Homicides, 1965-1995
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Caliber of Firearms Used to Kill
Victims Aged 15-24, Chicago: 1965-1995
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Numbser of Homicides
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Drug-Related Motive in Homicides of
Victims Ages 15-24, Chicago: 1965-1995
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