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(Items in boldface are defined in the glossary section.)

1) What has been the statewide
trend in violent crime in
recent years?

A)  Increasing

B)  Decreasing

C)  Staying about the same

2) Nationwide,
roughly what
percentage of
violent crimes are
reported to police
each year?

A)  80 percent

B)  35 percent

C)  50 percent

3) How often are firearms used
in homicides in Chicago?

A)  More than 90 percent of the time

B)  More three-fourths of the time

C)  About half of the time

How many police departments are
there in Illinois?
There are more than 1,100 police agencies, of
which more than 900 are local police departments,

whose primary responsibilities
are to enforce state laws and
local ordinances, and to pre-
vent and reduce crime. In
addition to these local
departments, there are
county, state and federal
law enforcement agen-
cies that provide police

service in Illinois. Together,
these agencies employ about 34,000

full-time officers.

How are police officers trained and
what are they taught?
All newly hired police officers must meet certain re-
quirements before they are certified by the state.
Each must attend one of six police training acad-
emies and complete a 400-hour basic training
program and a 40-hour firearms training course
as well as pass both a written test and a physical
fitness test. The basic training program includes train-
ing in making arrests, use of force and the rights of
the accused. Officers also receive instruction in com-
munications, crisis intervention, crime prevention,
investigation, traffic law enforcement, first aid and
community policing.

Many police departments now require new officers
to have a college education. Research indicates that
college-educated officers perform police tasks bet-
ter; are better writers and public speakers; are better
able to deal with different cultures, races and
lifestyles; and have fewer disciplinary problems.

(Answers to the quiz are inside.)
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a crime actually occurred and, if so, exactly what
kind of crime it was. If it is determined that a crime
has been committed, the officers must then con-
firm that the offense took place within their
jurisdiction. If not, the incident will be referred to
the appropriate law enforcement agency. If the
crime did occur within their jurisdiction, an officer
will gather the available information from the victim
and file a report. These reports are an important
part of the criminal justice system. Each local
agency is responsible for supplying a record of
certain reported crimes within their jurisdiction to
the Illinois State Police’s (ISP) Uniform Crime
Reporting program. ISP forwards this data to the
FBI, where a record is kept of certain crimes com-
mitted throughout the United States. The FBI and
ISP publish annual reports on crime statistics
based on this information.

When do police make an arrest?
An arrest actually occurs when a police officer indi-
cates by word or action an intention to take a
person into custody. Except under certain circum-
stances, police are required to have a valid
warrant before making an arrest. One way to ob-
tain a warrant is when a victim or witness goes
directly to the county state’s attorney’s office with in-
formation about a crime, signs a complaint against
the person who has allegedly committed the crime,
and appears before a judge who issues an arrest
warrant for the alleged offender. Another way is
when a police officer files the complaint and goes
before a judge to seek a warrant.

A police officer may make an arrest without a war-
rant if the officer witnesses a crime being
committed. Police may also make an arrest without
a warrant if there is probable cause that an offense
occurred and that the person who would be taken
into custody committed the crime. Unless it is an
emergency, however, a police officer cannot enter a
person’s home without a warrant to make an ar-
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What are the responsibilities of a
police officer?
Police officers spend only a small amount of their
time arresting people who violate the law. They spend
most of their time patrolling their communities and
responding to calls for service, which may include
answering alarm calls, animal control, assisting
injured people, or breaking up rowdy groups. Inter-
viewing victims and witnesses of crimes and
collecting evidence at crime scenes are also
duties of police officers. Agencies with a strong
community policing philosophy have a different
range of functions, such as a greater emphasis on
problem-solving activities and holding regular meet-
ings with residents and community organizations.

What is community-oriented
policing?
Community-oriented policing was introduced in the
late 1980s as an alternative to the “professional
model” of policing. A philosophy rather than a strict
methodology, community-oriented policing
proposes that the police and the residents of a
community must work together and cooperate to
successfully control crime. Under community-ori-
ented policing, police work with citizens to identify
and solve crime problems, rather than simply re-
spond to calls for service. Residents give police
ideas and information about specific crimes, and
also about problem areas and community issues
such as abandoned buildings, poor street lighting,
and drug houses. Residents and police also work
with other city agencies to help improve neighbor-
hood appearances.

What happens after a crime is
reported to police?
When an incident is reported to law enforcement
authorities in Illinois, police first investigate whether

Warrant:
Arrest Warrant — is a written order from a court di-
rected to a peace officer commanding the arrest of
a person.
Search warrant — is a written order from a court au-
thorizing the search of a person or place and
describes particular things to be seized.

Probable cause: When an officer has a reasonable
belief that a person is violating, or has already vio-
lated, the law.

Livescan: An electronic fingerprinting system that
uses an optical scanner and imaging software to
capture a digital image of a fingerprint and save it
to a computer file. These files can then be sent
electronically to the Illinois State Police, where they
are stored as part of the state’s computerized
criminal history database.

1) B. Violent crime declined 2.7 percent in
1998 compared to 1997, and violent crime
declined in each of the three previous years.

2) C. According to a U.S. Justice Depart-
ment crime victimization survey, about
half of all violent victimizations and about
one-third of all property offenses were re-
ported to police each year from 1993
through 1998.

3) B. Firearms were used in 76 percent of
the murders in Chicago in 1998. Of those
firearms, 83 percent were handguns.
(Statewide data on firearm use in homi-
cides is not available.)

rest. When a person is arrested, he or she is not
necessarily charged with a crime. Some people
who are arrested are taken into custody, ques-
tioned, possibly put into a lineup, and then released
without being charged with an offense.

When do police fingerprint
suspects?
Most offenders, except those accused of minor and
traffic offenses, are fingerprinted as part of the
“booking” process. Law enforcement agencies for-
ward those fingerprints and other information to the
Illinois State Police. The state police use the finger-
prints and information pertaining to the arrest to
update an offender’s criminal history record or start
one for someone with no previous record. The
reporting of the arrest triggers the creation of a new
part of that person’s criminal history record (or rap
sheet), which will track that particular case. Today,
many agencies are adopting an electronic finger-
printing system called livescan.

How do the police check a
suspect’s criminal history?
Criminal history records contain information on a
suspect’s record of arrests and convictions. One
way police access these state “rap sheets” is
through the state’s Law Enforcement Agencies
Data System (LEADS), which is maintained by the
Illinois State Police. A query to the system simulta-
neously checks the Interstate Identification Index, a
national system that can determine whether a sub-
ject has a federal record or a record in another
state. These inquiries are made on the basis of the
person’s reported name, race, gender, and date of
birth — without positive identification of the subject.
Fingerprints, which provide positive identification,
are another common way to conduct criminal his-
tory checks on arrestees or suspects.


