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t is against lllinois’ laws for a

household or family member to

beat, harass or intimidate you.
Most abusers become more violent
over time, and beatings tend to
become more frequent and severe.
If you are experiencing abusive
behavior, an order of protection is
an important legal tool that can
help provide safety for you and
your children. You also can ask for
an order of protection for an eld-
erly person or someone who is
unable because of a disability to
ask for one themselves.

Who can get
an order of

order an abuser to not abuse, harass or stalk
you, your children, and certain other people;

order the abuser to leave and not enter your
home for a certain period of time;

order an abuser to return certain property to
you and prohibit the abuser from destroying
your property;

order an abuser into counseling; and

order protection for your children (as listed
on the next page).

You can get an order
of protection if you
are being abused by:

protecﬁon? *  your spouse or

former spouse;
your child or stepchild,;
your parent;

someone related to you by blood, marriage
or prior marriage;

someone with whom you live or have lived;
someone who is related to your child; or

someone you have dated or have been
engaged to.



The law also protects people with
disabilities from being abused by any
individual who has assumed responsibility
for their care.

What can Children who
grow up in violent

an order of homes come to

pm'l'ecﬁon believe that
violence is normal.

do to protect To protect your

. hildren:

my children "

. 1. You can ask the

if the abucer court to grant you

. temporary custody

ie the of them and to

ch i|d,.en'g order that the
abuser return the

father? children to you if

they have been
taken from you.

2. You can also ask the judge to order that
the abuser receive visitation with the
children only under specific conditions,
such as no alcohol or drug use during
visitations.

2. You can request that your order state
that the abuser must pay temporary
child support to you. He has a legal
duty to help support your children,
even if you were not married to each
other. You may need to establish
paternity before you can have child
support ordered, if you were not
married to the father.

You can get an order of protection in
either criminal court or civil court.
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HOW do | The state’s
attorney’s office can

gef an help you get an

order of order of protection
. if you press criminal

protection charges against the

in criminal abuser. When you

are abused, call the
police immediately
and ask them to
make a police
report. Then ask the police to explain how
you can begin the criminal process. Or,
you can contact the state’s attorney’s
office, which is usually located at the local
courthouse. Tell the police and the state’s
attorney that you want an order of protec-
tion, and that you want to press charges

couH?

against the
abuser. (In
When you Chicago, ask
the police for
are abuged, the closest
. R warrant
lmmedlafelg office.) It may
R be difficult t
call the police  getchiis
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Y
HOW do | If you do not want
to press criminal
get anh or- charges against the
der of pl‘O- abuser, or if the
. . state’s attorney will
tection in not help you get an
eivil order of protection,

then civil court is the
only place you can
go to get an order of
protection. You do
not have to file for divorce, or even be
married to the abuser to ask for an order of
protection. It is much easier to get child
custody and support included in your order
of protection in civil court. If you do not
have an attorney who will help you, ask the
clerks at the civil court to help you complete
the order of protection forms. This some-
times can be a confusing process without an
attorney. In most places, domestic violence
shelters help victims get orders of protection.
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An order of protection also can be
requested at the
same time you file

Arl otder of for divorce,
separation, parent-

pl‘OTQCﬁOH age, or such other

. cases. Be sure any

ie free. attorney you hire

T . is familiar with the
here ie ho lllinois Domestic

COQf 'l'O gou Violence Act.

fo gef one.
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HOW lon g The order of protec-
tion that you receive
dOQQ an at your first court
order of appearance will
. usually last no more
protection than 21 days. You

must return to the
|39f? court if you want the

order to last longer.
When you return, you can ask the court to
order that you receive protection for up to a
two-year period. The judge will decide how
long the order will be in effect.

What can | Call the police
immediately, and

do if an also tell your attor-

abucer ney if you have one.
You are entitled to

violatee protection under
llinois’ laws. Always

my order of keep a copy of your

protecﬁon? order with you so

you can show it to
the police, and keep
another copy in a safe place. Ask the police
to make a police record of each incident, and
tell them and the state’s attorney’s office that
you want the abuser arrested and charged
with a violation of your order of protection.
The threat of arrest or being in contempt of
court can be a very effective way to prevent
the abuser from continuing his violence
toward you.



