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Minutes from Illinois Integrated Justice Information System

(IIJIS) Funding Committee Meeting on April 13, 2004
Attendees: 

Chief Marjorie O’Dea, Cook County Sheriff’s Dept., Chair

Mark Myrent, ICJIA

Robert Lombardo, ICJIA

Laura Egger, ICJIA

Katie Kirby, Chicago Crime Commission

Gina Glasgow, Will County Circuit Court Clerk’s Office

Laura Lane Ferguson, Cook County Circuit Court Clerk’s Office

Randy Roberts, Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office

Paul Fields, Cook County Public Defender’s Office

Kim Donahue, Illinois State Police

Nik-ki Whittingham, Law Office, Cook County Public Defender

The meeting began with a review of Funding Committee responsibilities that were either articulated in, or suggested from the IIJIS Strategic Plan. Some of the committee members inquired as to whether there was a specific set of integration projects under way for which funding might be sought. IIJIS Project Manager Mark Myrent then provided a review of implementation concepts that had been presented and discussed within the IIJIS Technical Committee and the entire IIJIS Implementation Board, but added that they were not yet sufficiently developed so as to generate cost estimates. Mr. Myrent described two such project concepts: one was a plan to interface the Chicago Police Department’s CLEAR system with other police records management and case management systems in other areas of the state; the other was a more large-scale undertaking to provide a single point of access, or “portal”, for justice decision-makers that would link various separate systems that hold offender history and current status information. He added that more specific development of those concepts would take place following an upcoming technical assistance site visit from the IJIS Institute and SEARCH sometime in May. 

Committee members then discussed the idea of beginning to identify both public and private funding sources for integration, even while specific state-sponsored integration projects were still being formulated. Mr. Myrent suggested that the process could begin through the government sponsored website www.grants.gov. Laura Egger of the Authority’s Grants Unit provided an overview of federal funds administered by the Authority that could potentially be used for integration, including National Governors Association, ADAA-Byrne, and NCHIP (although the latter are used primarily to assist the Illinois State Police improve criminal history records.

Committee members then began to discuss what additional roles they should take on beyond identifying funds for state-sponsored integration projects. Laura Lane Ferguson suggested that the group might also assist county-sponsored integration efforts. She suggested that the group could, at the very least, act as a clearinghouse for grant information, so that county integrators could be instructed as to where possible funding could be found for specific types of projects and participating organizations. Other members suggested a more extensive proposal review function for the Funding Committee to place a “stamp of approval” on such proposals and ensure that they are compatible with standards being established at the state level for justice information sharing. Mr. Myrent suggested that any additional responsibilities being considered by the group would need to be discussed with Lori Levin, IIJIS Chair, and perhaps with the IIJIS Executive Steering Committee. Ms. Kirby suggested that in addition to costs associated with implementation projects, there would also be ongoing administrative costs incurred by each of the IIJIS standing committees. She and the other members agreed that a form should be developed to allow each of the committees a format to document anticipated future costs. Finally, Ms. Ferguson suggested that Mr. Myrent share with the committee information about current integration fund balances. He indicated that he would provide tat information at the next meeting once it was updated.
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