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2017 Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)
Law Enforcement/Prosecution/CASA Victim Assistance Request for Proposal 
Frequently Asked Questions 
As of 10/12/17

· Can an agency apply to provide CASA volunteer training in multiple counties?
A. Yes. As long as your agency can show justification for each site and provide connection to each county CASA program.  
· Is ICJIA’s definition of a crime contingent upon there being an open criminal case? As a CASA program, we frequently work with neglect and even abuse cases that are handled in civil court without a criminal case corresponding to the situation. We want to ensure our abuse and neglect cases all meet ICJIA’s definition of a crime victim.
A. No case needs to be opened for any victim to receive services. In fact a victim cannot be mandated to assist in any investigation or prosecution to receive services. 
· In section D of the program narrative, the question number one is “Public agencies, and nonprofit victim service agencies applying to provide services within a public agency, must provide a detailed explanation of how the program will function…” If we are a nonprofit agency but not applying to provide services within a public agency, we can skip this question, correct?
A. In the case of the CASA program the area of services would be a court. If you are a nonprofit agency applying as a CASA program you will need to provide an MOU from the county court in which you are applying to provide services. 
· I am in the process of completing the application for the “victim of crime act: law enforcement/prosecutor/county-CASA victim assistance program application.  My county is registered with GATA for other grants.  Does the county need to do a new GATA registration for this grant or would it be covered under previous registrations?
A. No. Once registered with GATA you are registered for the State Fiscal Year. Please note that you have to re-register every State Fiscal Year. 
· The Notice of Intent does not allow for multiple counties to be listed.  How do you add multiple county service areas? 
A. The Notice of Intent need only be submitted once per applicant. If your program will service multiple counties you will need to clearly state in the Program Narrative which counties will be served and in the case of the CASA program, a MOU will be due for each county court.
· I was watching the VOCA match video and at 2:31 in the video, the narrator says the project date is 10-1-17 through 6-30-17. On the video before this one, General Requirements, it says the project date is Jan 2018 through Dec 2018.
A.  These webinars were created to be used for multiple Notice of Funding Opportunities and I think some of the information discussed is form an earlier NOFOs. The Law Enforcement, Prosecution, CASA program project dates will be January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018.
· In addition, the narrator says at 2:50 that there is no match requirement for this grant application. 
A. These funds are Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) and require a 20% Match. Please watch the program specific webinar for help in calculating Match. Remember Match is 20% of the TOTAL PROJECT COST, not just the Federal Grant funds requested. 

· Our CASA program serves 3 counties.  We are requesting funding that will impact all 3 counties with one request.  Do we just list one county as primary and in the program narrative discuss the 3 counties.
A. Yes. 
· Are we supposed to include signatures for the GATA Budget or do we leave those blank for now?
A. You do not need to submit a signed GATA Budget. The Budget will be signed if your application is selected during the grant process. 
· I am completing the application for the NOFO mentioned in the subject. I had a question as to whether or not lines 13-16 needed to be completed on the uniform application (under category Federal Fund Information).
A. You do not need to complete lines 13-16 Federal Award Number information of the uniform application form. That will be completed later if program is selected for funding.
· In completing the budget template, Section A does not have blue spaces next to lines 11-16 under the Budget Expenditure Categories. In the technical videos, it indicated that only blue shaded spaces were to be completed. Am I to leave these spaces blank?
A. On the Budget you do not complete lines 11-16 of Section A. this information is auto filled from other pages. 
· Should the CASA application complete the Track I and II Goals, Objectives, and Performance Measures table or just the Additional Track II Goals table?  
A. CASA applicants need to complete both Track I and II Goals and Objectives. 
· Can VOCA funds can be used to fund existing staff?
A. The question of using grant funds from this application to fund “existing services” versus “expansion of services” depends on the nature of your agency. If your agency is a public agency, such as a law enforcement agency or state’s attorney’s office then funds must be used to expand services, see Notice on Supplanting in NOFO. If you agency is a nonprofit then funds can be used for existing services. Nonprofits are not under the Supplanting rule. 
· The VOCA Match technical assistance video stated that no match was required.
A. We are sorry for the confusion on Match in the video. The VOCA Match in 20% and is mandatory. That is 20% of the Total Project Cost, not the amount of Federal grant funds requested. If you take the Total Project Cost times 20% that is the mandatory Match. Or take the Federal grant funds requested and divide by 4 and that is the mandatory Match. To double check your numbers add the Federal grant funds requested amount plus the 20% Match and the total is the Total Project cost. Multiply the Total Project Cost by 20% and the Match calculation should be the same number. 

Example:
Total Project Cost is                        $100,000
Total Request for Fed Funds is       $80,000
Total Mandatory Match is              $20,000

Or

Take the Total Request of Fed Funds $80,000/4 = $20,000

· When assembling the grant application, should all attachments and MOUs and letter of support be place in the Program Narrative
A. Any additional material should be noted in the Program Narrative but kept. This material will be submitted if application is accepted. 

· I am filling out the Notice of Intent and the county drop down menu will not allow me to select multiple counties. 
A. Select one county that will receive services. 
· I am with a CASA program.  Can CASA Volunteers be used as the match? 
A. Yes Volunteer hours can be used as Match. You must provide an estimate of the dollar per hour charged as match and explain how that estimate was derived, such as compensated salary for like services. You will also need to track those hours like any other grant funded staff. 

· In the goals and objective section some of the questions for the Personal Advocacy/Accompaniment and Shelter/Housing Services do not pertain to children; they pertain to adults. Does a CASA program complete these?
A. You do not need to complete each Objective if it does not pertain to your program. 
· Our office currently receives grant funding from ICJIA under the Law Enforcement Prosecutor Based Victim Assistance Service Program which is not being renewed after 2017.  It is our understanding that the Law Enforcement/Prosecution/County-CASA victim assistance program grant is intended to replace that grant.  Is that correct?  If so, with that grant expiring couldn’t the new grant be used to continue to fund the VSP positions in place from the expiring grant without it be considered supplanting? 
A. Your current VOCA funded grant for Law Enforcement/Prosecution victim assistance will end December 31, 2017. The NOFO that is out now is not a replacement of that program but you may apply for funding under this NOFO as an eligible applicant. You program narrative must follow the NOFO guidelines, which may or may not mirror your current program. Staff funded under your current grant that is ending can be funded under the new program if their activities are eligible. That is not supplanting because your funding will be discontinued. 
· Where should MOUs and supplemental materials be placed?
A. MOUs should be mentioned in the narrative but will not be submitted at this time. If your application is selected the MOU will be requested as part of the contract process. 
· Section D, Question 1 Part e is asking for the “Coordination of services with other victim service staff.” Is this referring to other staff within our organization or other staff in the community with whom we collaborate?
A. If you are a victim service agency the question is N/A. it is meant for Public agencies. But if you are a victim services agency that does coordinate with other victim services agencies please include a description. 

· Can the VOCA grant be written for a multiple year request?
A. No.
· On question #2, VOCA funds will primarily be used to:  
Our plan is to expand into new geographic areas as well as increase the number of children served in Peoria County.  Is it okay to select more than one answer?
A. Yes but explain in the narrative.
· Do you require an additional budget narrative to describe the matching funds as listed in Section B?  
A. Match has its own page but is also included on each Budget Category page, e.g. Personnel, and the Budget Narrative for Match items should be included below in the area for narratives. 
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